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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Planning Pays Off
by Mitch Ernst  LM 878

Join us for the ride of our lives!

CENTRAL STATES 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY

Application for Membership
______________________________
Name
______________________________
Company (if applicable)
______________________________
Address
______________________________
City
____________    ________________
State                  Zip
______________________________
Email address*
______________________________
Birth Date
______________________________
Signature**

ANNUAL DUES 
(select one membership option)

□ Regular  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 30
 Outside U .S .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 50
□ Associate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $  20
□ Junior  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $  10
□ Club   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 44
□ Life (U .S . only)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ 615

* By providing your email address, you are con-
senting to receive email from the Central States 
Numismatic Society. Unsubscribe at any time at 
csns.org.
** With your signature, you agree to abide by the 
Society’s constitution, bylaws and code of ethics.

MAIL WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
Jack D. Huggins 
P .O . Box 24267

Belleville, IL 62223
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emember the ’80s television 
show The A-Team? Well, at 
the end of each episode, the 

leader of the team, John “Hannibal” 
Smith (played by George Peppard), 
used the catchphrase, “I love it when a 
plan comes together.” Well, I have to 
admit I feel the same way. 
 We’ve been through a lot. Our last 
convention was in 2019. The Covid-19 
virus forced us to 
cancel our shows in 
2020 and 2021. But 
y o u r  C S N S  b o a r d 
worked through these 
unprecedented times 
and delivered. We 
made a management 
change in the midst 
of a pandemic. We 
worked on a  c ul-
ture and vision for 
the organization. We 
bonded. We discussed 
and disagreed but al-
ways came to a con-
sensus. Ask any board member and 
they will tell you we have great chem-
istr y.  After  decades of  antago- 
nism and adversarial relationships, 
we have a team. I love it when a plan 
comes together.
 I heard more than once as I walked 
the bourse at our recent convention in 
Schaumburg, Illinois, “This is the best 
Central States show I’ve ever attended.” 
I can’t disagree. CSNS Convention 
Man ager Larry Shepherd did a phe-
nomenal job not only selling tables, 
but also selling a vision for our orga-
nization. He developed a partner ship 
with Professional Coin Grading Ser-
vice (PCGS), which became the con-
vention’s “Grand Sponsor” as well as 
our official grading company. And 
what a partnership it is (see p. 29)! At 
the show, PCGS offered on-site grad-
ing, and its “Meet the Expert” and 

“Copper Faceoff ” events attracted lots 
of attention.
 Larry worked closely with our auc-
tion companies, helping provide a 
 venue that would guarantee results. 
 Because of the relationships he has 
built in the hobby, Larry convinced 
Ian Rus sell of GreatCollections to dis-
play the “Big 4” numismatic rarities: 
an 1804 dollar, 1894-S dime, 1913 

nickel and 1943 cop-
per cent. The press 
coverage was more 
than we could have 
hoped for. The  result: 
a line at admissions 
that wrapped around 
the convention center 
lobby. As I walked the 
line and thanked peo-
ple for  their patience, 
the mood was friend-
ly, upbeat and expect-
ant. I love it when a 
plan comes together! 
    A few months ear-

lier, a key component of our organiza-
tion, Centinel  Editor Gerry Tebben, 
decided it was time to retire. He had 
been a steadying in fluence for 12 
years. My first thought was, “Oh, 
great…something else to deal with 
now.” But I give credit to the small 
voice in my head that gave me the 
idea to reach out to former editor of 
The Numismatist, Barbara Greg ory. I 
thought to myself, “She recently re-
tired. She doesn’t want another job!” 
But I also have learned to listen to 
that voice when it speaks. Right now, 
you are holding in your hand the out-
come of that discussion. I love it when 
a plan comes together!
 Central States Numismatic Society 
is on a roll. We’re glad so many of you 
are coming along for the ride.
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